
Letter to Diana Wong 
(Some Themes in the Hexagram 43) 

 
It's beautiful that you're setting up an I Ching reading room in Chinatown, LA. I want 
to visit it and use the collection. I've been thinking about hexagram #43 Breakthrough. 
Recently my friend Charles Potts read a poem to me about "Breakthrough," written by 
a man named Edward Smith. That, combined with your resolution to start this library, 
makes me see themes I never thought of in Hexagram #43: 
  

1. The theme of shamaness. The upper trigram Dui can be a female shaman (see 
the Treatise on Trigrams). As an artist, you have to plunge into territory 
nobody is familiar with. It may be a future that exists in dreams, or maybe a 
realm of spirits. The Qian trigram below shows her entering an open realm, 
full of creative energies. 
  

2. The theme of uplift. This is a yin trigram above a yang trigram. This hexagram 
has almost been ruined by patriarchal commentators. It is wrong of them to 
say that yang lines are trying to smash upward through that lone yin. We know 
from other hexagrams that lone yin is powerful. (See #13 Fellowship with 
Men and #14 Great Possession.) In the structure of Breakthrough, the power of 
lone yin draws the other lines upward. We can say the lone yin stands for an 
elusive goal. This can be seen in lines Four and Five. Four is weary from a 
journey of stops and starts. If only he can be drawn upward, he will bring 
along a live goat for offering, and his regret will vanish. Though words are 
being exchanged, he has found that people cannot connect by words alone. 
  
In line Five the pasturage grass is growing rambunctiously, and the goat that 
eats it also jumps rambunctiously forward. It will go far if only it stays on the 
middle path. This is a unique among fifth lines---instead of getting strength 
from being a ruler, it is best at moving toward lone yin. 
  
The top line does double duty in this hexagram. As part of the hexagram 
structure, it is an elusive goal. As a position, it shows one phase of breaking 
through (i.e., extremity). 
  
As a position, Six forgets the lessons of Four and Five---that we can rise 
furthest when we are led by an elusive goal. This line goes to extremes and 
tries to finalize the breakthrough. It does not raise a sincere cry. (The sincere 
cry is mentioned in the Judgment, so it is integral to the hexagram's action.) 
  

3. The theme of determination and exploration. The name of the hexagram 
"Guai" is doubled to become an adverb of movement. In Line Three, it 
describes the superior man's movement that is not discouraged. In Line Five, it 
describes the rambunctious movement of a goat going down a road. This is 
movement that tests obstacles and capers about in open areas. 
  

4. The theme of words as guidance: The Dui trigram can also refer to speech, and 
the Judgment says a sincere cry should be raised in the king's court. There is 
hardship in doing this. The king's court may not be receptive to the message, 
but at least we should share it with our own city, our own social circle. In 



other words, as we are being uplifted, we should share this message and bring 
others along. When violence erupts in the night (Line Two), we sound a cry of 
warning, but do not let ourselves feel despair. Words of guidance are 
contrasted with the glib speech (muscular cheekbones) of Line Three. 
  

5. The theme of going further by not fighting. The Judgment says it clearly: 
Resorting to arms does not further; it furthers one to undertake something. 
  

6. The theme of brokenness. The "Treatise on Trigrams" also says that the Dui 
trigram stands for brokenness. No breakthrough happens unless we suffer 
trials and break our grip on comfort. Because of its openness the broken self 
ultimately earns greater wholeness. 
  

The hexagram shows many trials and ordeals: In Line One, a strong impetus may lead 
to early defeat. In Line Two, violence erupts, and we are helpless. In Line Three, 
trouble emerges from glib speech, and something that promises to soothe our 
loneliness becomes excess and anger. In Line Four we see hunger and weary journeys 
('emaciated buttocks') and not being believed. All these experiences will break us, and 
maybe then we can sense a call that uplifts us. 
  
The I Ching philosophy is an open system, partaking of the infinite game. It does not 
steer us toward techniques of intellectual domination. Being a yin philosophy, without 
fixed dualism and absolutism, the I Ching can lead us into more exploration. In this 
way, the I Ching itself is like the lone yin in the structure of Hexagram #43 
Breakthrough. 
 
Regards, 
Denis Mair 
  
 


